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ROAR 

If you haven't heard by now, about 50-70 
of these bikes will be on display at the Field 
Presidents message Continued on Page 4 	 Page 1 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

NEW TIME: SUNSET RIDE FROM 
O'TRAINIA'S  at 4:00  PM 

(instead of 5:00PM) RSVP TO ME 
847-363-1542 for Dinner Reservations 

This ride has a lot of potential. One early 
section has tight turns (single file). A small 
stretch of asphalt will remind you of a roller 
coaster ride. Another slightly longer run has 
sweeping curves, that just beckons to bikers. 

The Art of Motorcycling 
I was in New York City on Labor Day. I 

went to the Guggenheim Museum. WOW 
describes this display of 100 bikes. This is by 
far the most magnificent display of 
Motorcycles I have ever seen. From 1869 to 
the present, every conceivable type of 
Motorcycle can be viewed, but not touched, 
nor can pictures be taken. With over 3400 
makers of motorcycles over the years, more 
models were made than you can count. 
Experimental designs that were way ahead of 
their time, or just too expensive to produce. 
Motors (airplane style) inside of the front 
tire spokes, a V-8 engine so small you could 
hold it in your hands (865cc), big heavy 
bikes built for World War II, just to name a 
few. Laminated descriptions of each and 
every bike will tell you about its inventor, 
designer, and maker. 

Autumn's Awesome Array 

Strange But True 
By Traveler 

During the Progressive Dinner Ride we had 
just pulled in to Chris and George Lax's 
place. Parked next to me were Craig and 
Linda Martens and, next to them was Carl 
Hart. 

Carl opened his tour pack, got his phone out, 
and was making a call. Craig, Linda, and I 
were talking when Craig noticed smoke 
rolling up from his passenger seat cushion. 
It looked like smoke from an electrical short 
and I couldn't figure out where wires could 
short out in the seat cushion. 

Craig figured it out in an instant and jumped 
between his bike and Carl's. It seems that 
when Carl opened his tour pack, the mirror 
on the inside reflected, and focused, the sun 
intensely enough on Craig's seat cushion to 
ignite it. Now, you have Craig shielding his 
seat cushion from the focused sunbeam with 
his butt. (We can question his brilliance over 
this tactic but it worked.) 

Just moments before, Linda was sitting on 
that very seat. Have you ever wished that 
someone would build a fire under your 
spouses butt? If there is a moral here it's be 
careful what you wish for, you just might get 
it. 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprieters, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEO's and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	 Ric Case (Pager: 708/276-7422) 847/363-1542 

Vice President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

847/438-5236 

Treasurer 	 Jim Irvine 
(fgh135a@prodigy.com) 

847/381-3253 

Secretary 	 Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatric 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

847/854-4137 

Founder 	 Carl "Virgo" Bender (carlbender@aol.com ) 847/3812767 
(Pager: 847/216-4444) 

Past President 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (Rmann13@aol.com  708/750-4644 
(Pager: 847/537-6545) 

Director 	 Sandra Vernon 
vern693@aol.com  

847/634-6402 

Director 	 Vince O'Leary 
vincent104@aol.com  

847/438-4998 

Director 	 Terry "Lizard" Kumro 847/639-4009 

Editor 	 Barry "Bear" Hulden 815/356-0023 
BHulden@aol.com  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.vcicar.com/topcats.html  

NEXT MEETING: OCT. 6 1998 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	 Brett Bacci (kiddylitter@aol.com ) 847/459-3906 
Charity 	 Sandy Vernon (vern693@aol.com) 847/634-6402 
Communications 	Rob Scholl (robsaa@aol.com) 847/398-6357 
Membership 	Dona Tossing (spatek204@aol.com) 847/516-6457 
Meeting Programs 	This could be YOU! 
Products 	 Jim (Hook) Tossing (spatek204@aol.com ) 847/516-6457 
Public Relations 	John Eliasik 847/884-9313 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@aol.com) 815/356-0023 
Safety 	 Gary Wayman (Bikegar@starnetinc.com ) 847/459-3906 
Security 	 Terry "Teacup" Pollick 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	 Virgo (carlbender@aol.com ) 847/459-3906 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

Days Left? As of our October meeting, there will be 79 
days left until Christmas. There will also be 50 days until 
Thanksgiving when our riding season often ends. That 
means eight more weeks of riding. If we all work five days 
a week, that leaves only ten days of riding left this season. 
Whatabummer! 

Winter Maintenance. With the end of our season nearing, 
be alert to what maintenance you perform, and what you 
replace on your bike, at the end of the season as opposed to 
the beginning of the season. Items like new batteries, new 
tires, etc, should be purchased at the beginning of next sea-
son not the end of this season. Why let a new battery or a 
new set of tires set in the garage all winter and burn up war-
ranty time? 

Lady's Gear. As most women are aware, riding apparel for 
ladies is not much more than modified men's apparel. A 
New Hampshire company has established an internet busi-
ness that sells clothing actually designed to fit women! Try 
www.womanbiker.com  if you're interested. 

Vintage Scooters. Earlier this year, Jim Heniff discovered 
that the Guggenheim Museum in New York was displaying 
a Vintage Motorcycle exhibit. Jim also discovered that the 
exhibit would be displayed at Chicago's Field Museum from 
November 1998 to March 1999. This exhibit has been 
receiving overwhelmingly positive reviews and at Jim's 
encouragement, the Activities Committee will look into the 
possibility of a group ride and, perhaps, a group showing of 
this unique exhibit. Stay tuned for more. 

Confidence. Unfortunately, this tip may apply to more Top 
Cats this year than in previous years. It's normal for most 
riders to experience a loss of confidence after an accident. 
There is growing popularity in retaking the basic motorcy-
cle safety course, or an advanced course, to regain your con-
fidence. Feedback indicates that, most riders find that they 
focus more on skill improvement the second time through 
and, in addition to improved skills, they do have a greater 
degree of confidence afterward. 

Kentucky Warning. It seems that there is a major differ-
ence in how the new Kentucky helmet law is being inter-
preted by the motorcycle community and by law enforce-
ment. Simplified, to be eligible to ride in Kentucky, with-
out a helmet, one must have more than a year of riding 
experience, proof of health insurance, and display a special 
sticker indicating approval to ride helmetless. Apparently, 
law enforcement believes that this does not apply to out of 
state motorcyclists, those who borrow a motorcycle (Fly 
and Rides), or passengers. Until the courts set an enforce-
ment precedence, it's probably wise to avoid Kentucky or 

wear a helmet in that state. 

First Impressions. I recently had an opportunity to ride a 
friend's '99 Dyna Sport, "Fathead". With only 300+ miles 
on it, there isn't a lot you can say but my hour or so in the 
saddle left me with a few impressions. First, it is terribly 
quiet. Engine noise and exhaust noise are greatly reduced 
over the Evo. Second, it feels strong but, with only 300 
miles on the thing, it was nowhere near it's peak perfor-
mance. Third, it seemed to have more power in the low to 
mid range than the Evo. Fourth, vibration appeared to be 
much less than on an Evo powered Dyna series. And final-
ly, it sure did look good. 

Foresight? From the Overland Monthly, August 1902. "In 
the matter of expense, the motor bicycle outclasses all other 
forms of transportation. The first cost of a motor bicycle is 
$175.00, a nominal sum considering a specially built bicy-
cle with motor, carburetor, and electrical appliances. Cost 
of running one is less than one - quarter cent per mile. This 
brings the motor bicycle within the reaches of the middle 
class as well as the rich, and once the advantages are under-
stood it will become the most popular vehicle and the day is 
near when they will be seen in as large a numbers as the 
bicycle of today." One - quarter cent per mile? Let's see...in 
1902 we didn't have high fuel taxes, helmet laws, unleaded 
gasoline, motorcycle drivers license indorsements, steep 
insurance premituns, pollution standards, required safety 
equipment.... Did we? 

BiktiLCIalhat  

I wonder.... 

Why is it when a guy talks dirty to a woman, it's sexual 
harassment but, when a woman talks dirty to a guy it's $3.95 
a minute? 

Aids? Isn't life sexually transmitted and always fatal too? 

Why do we turn down the car radio when we're looking for 
an address? 

Half the people we know are below average. 

When you open a bag of cotton balls, should you throw 
away the one on top? 

Why do they report power outages on the TV? 

If vegetarians eat vegetables, what do humanitarians eat? 

How do you know when you run out of invisible ink? 

What happens if you get scared half to death twice? 
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RIDE FREE, 
your Pres, 
Ric 

CZAVe7ri 

Resta taGtht 

Motel 

Hwy. 67 & 59 
Eagle, WI 

Custom Sewing 
Patches, Zippers Fs Snaps 

Custom Body jewelry 

O O 
Mikey 347-353-3167 

ITTikey's Trihey's Sewing 

	(1 01dsmobile  

ALLNER  
Ed Wallner 

President 

28214 W. Northwest Highway, Lake Barrington, IL 60010 
(847) 481-3400 FAX (847) 381-1147 

Nettfe Xoraine Inn 

Peter Proprietor 	 Tel: (414) 594-2121 

President's Message Continued from Page 1 

Museum starting on Sat. 11/7/98 and run-
ning until Sun. 3/21/99. Might just be a good 
trip for our Nov. 8th pick up ride. 

THAT'S ALL FOR NOW FOLKS! 
THANX from myself, all of our new and re-
elected board members, and our founder, for 
YOUR SUPPORT ! 

weekend in 
• Finally, watch out for the Great Pumpkin 
who may have gotten his head smashed 
right on the pavement in front of your next 
turn. 

As we turn up our thermostats this fall, 
let's turn up our safety awareness too. 

CAUTIORIVER 

This time of the year we can expect to 
encounter different hazards to the safe par-
ticipation in our sport. The fall will bring 
us things like: 

• Cooler temps that tend to reduce our 
reaction time. 

• Foggy mornings with dew on streets and 
highways reducing traction. 

• Accumulation of leaves on roads that 
can hide such hazards as potholes, 
debris, and glass. 

• Slippery leaves in turns and corners. 

• Sunrises and sunsets now shine in our 
eyes and reduce visibility in early morning 
and late afternoon. 

• Earlier sunsets bring wildlife out earlier 
and increase the likelihood of a collision 
with an animal. 

• Weekend traffic increases as families 
travel to get that one last vacation 
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2d Annual Low - Cal Cruise  
By Traveler 

Is someone trying to deceive us? Was the success of 
our 2d Annual Progressive Dinner really based on 
the Officer's and Board of Director's superb leader-
ship? Does it seem that when you have a successful 
event, everyone is at the forefront to receive acco-
lades? Of course, when an event is not so success-
ful, people are as scarce as Honda tattoos. 

Now, I'm not casting dispersions or questioning the 
truthfulness of any of our members but... this event 
was so successful that, it seemed to me that there 
was an unusual number of people allowing us to 
believe that they had something to do with it. 
Hmmmm Here's how it went.... 

As is becoming traditional now, we assembled at our 
favorite watering hole, O'Traina's, to kick off the 2d 
Annual Top Cat's Progressive Dinner. Also becom-
ing traditional, we had riders milling around with no 
sense of urgency nor direction, waiting for some-
thing to happen. In rides Chris and George Lax. It 
is always calming to see Chris with a clipboard or 
other papers in her hand. You just know things are 
going to go right. Chris's presence alone, could turn 
a wild tribal orgy into a church service. George and 
Chris work so well together that it's hard to tell who 
is running the show. 

Copies of the route are handed out, riders are 
briefed, and we depart about 11:30 am with some-
where around 23 bikes and over 30 folks. 

Our first stop was Bacci State Park for appetizers. 
Brett and Pam Bacci did a splendid job on the 
appetizers served in their beautiful, "Park Quality", 
backyard. Now, Brett and Pam keep a nice place 
but, I ain't believin' Brett was up all night, single 
handedly making all those absolutely delicious hors 
d'oeuvres and trimming the lawn. I'd bet my money 
that he had Angela and Anthony, his children, mow, 
trim, edge, clip, prune, water, rake, and hoe the 
entire place while he laid back and read the latest 
issue of Easy Rider. And, if it wasn't for Pam, hors 
d'oeuvres might have been a dish full of Hostess 
Twinkies. 

Salad time!! Off we roar to Sue and John Kahles' 
for salad. How great can a salad be? You had to be 
there. The food was so fantastic that you risked get-
ting too full for the main course. Now talk about a 
lot of effort, I was really impressed that John got up 
Sunday morning, washed Sue's Road King, cleaned 
his own bike, made an assortment of salads, cleaned 
the house, and taught Roxy how to play catch with a 
tennis ball. All before dawn! What a guy. Boy Sue, 
are you lucky. 

So, it's off to dinner we go. Half of us made the mis-
take of giving in to the temptation of Pam's hors-
d'oeuvres and Sue's salads. We're stuffed but no sac-
rifice is too great for our Top Cat brothers and sis-
ters. We'll just find the room for more food. 
Arriving at Chris and George's for the main course, 
you could smell the food a block away. While 
everyone was in line for some exquisite Mexican 
food, wacos, tacos, espisetos, and chicos, George 
and I went into his garage to look at some "stuff". 
I commented on what a great table of food had been 
prepared when George thanked me and mentioned 
how he almost didn't get it all finished. Seems he 
too had a lot to do that day. Got up, prepared dinner 
for 30+, changed the oil in his bike, put Harley 
through obedience school, mowed the lawn, changed 
the water in the pool and paved the driveway, all 
before 10:00 am. Wow! And I thought John Kahles 
was good. 

Onward to Sandy and Bill Vernon's for dessert. 
Having gorged ourselves, it was now time for the 
ultimate test of motorcycling...to see if you have 
room for dessert. Sandy and Bill, along with Kathy 
Citko, hosted desert at Mount Vernon. What a 
finale to a great ride and some super food. All of the 
dessert was diet stuff. My favorite was fudge lite, 
but the diet pumpkin squares went quick too. I 
asked Bill how you make fudge lite and he told me 
that it wasn't easy. Special ingredients from his 
secret garden. He had to get up at 3:00 am to make 
the desserts in the dark, so no one would discover the 
ingredients. Then, after all of that work on the 
dessert, he had to set the table, straighten up the 
house, go clean Kathy's house and mow her lawn, 
put in a beautiful garden of exotic plants and flow-
ers, build a fence around his garden, spray for mos-
quitoes, and install a sprinkler system. A lesser man 
would have failed. 

As is also becoming traditional with Top Cats, one 
by one, couple by couple, we thanked our hosts and 
hostesses, lit a fire in the scooters, set the shocks to 
carry more weight, burped, and pointed the handle- 
bars homeward. 

While Brett, John, George, and Bill have now set 
new standards for spouses to live up to, we give our 
sincere thanx to Pam Bacci, Sue Kahles, Chris 
Lax, Sandy Vernon, Kathy Citko, and everyone 
who had a part in making this one of our best 
low - calorie, hi - energy, fun meter - pegging events. 
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PHASE ONE 
PRINTING CORPORATION 

BARRY T. HULDEN 
PRESIDENT 
815.356.7598 
FAX: 815.356.0019 
MODEM: 815.356.0029 

54 LOU AVENUE • CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 60014 

Gtenelia i1AIe Ikeris tip IA iketi  

Elections. RobMann announced the 
following results of elections for 
Officers and Board of Directors for 
1999: 

President - Ric Case 
Vice President - George Lax 
Treasurer - Jim Irvine 
Secretary - Wayne Kirkpatrick 
Board of Directors -Terry Kumro '98-99 

Vince O'Leary '98-99 
Sandra Vernon '99-00 

Treasury. Commensurate with the election of 
the new Treasurer, financial accounts will be trans-
ferred to Jim Irvine. 

Guggenheim Display, 	Jim Heniff 
announced that the Vintage Motorcycle Display will 
be at the Field Museum in Chicago from November 
`98 to March '99. Based on member interest, we 
may organize a group ride / showing. 

Sturgis 4 99, Bard Boand has reserved 15 rooms 
at the Alex johnson Hotel in Rapid City, SD for Top 
Cats going to Sturgis 9 - 15 August 1999. Rates are 
$150.00 single, $175 suite with a minimum stay of 
five nights. Contact Nancy Cooper at 800 888-
2539. 

Tomahawk '98. If you're going up, 18 - 20 
September, and want to link up with other Top Cats, 
the meeting place will be the Tomahawk Rally 
Staging Area, by the Demo Rides, at 9:30 am on 
Saturday, 19 September. Terry Kumro recommends 
the new Holiday Inn in Wausau, WI, if you're going 
to the Tomahawk Rally. On the return ride, Terry is 
planning a side trip crossing the Wisconsin River via 
ferry near Devils Lake, WI. Anyone interested 
should be at the new Holiday Inn in Wausau by 9:30 
am, Sunday morning, 20 September. 

Sunset Ride, The Sunset Ride is scheduled for 
Saturday, 26 September. Carl Hart is Road Captain, 
assisted by Ric Case. Starting point will be 
O'Traina's in Wauconda at 5:00 pm with a 5:30 pm 
departure. Dinner will be available at the end. 

Door County Ride. Mark your calendar for 
17 - 18 October '98. Rob Mann will lead the ride to 
Door County, Wi and back. Watch for a sign up 
sheet for this great ride. 

Fall Charity Ride. Planning continues for 
our annual ride on 4 October. Everyone is encour- 

aged to get the flyers out on this event and sell raf-
fle tickets. The next Charity Ride Committee meet-
ing will be at Sandy Vernon's home at 7:00 pm, 30 
September '98. 

B(0  MI Mett11114 
Attendees included; Ric Case, George Lax, Jim 
Irvine, Vince O'Leary, Terry Kumro, Sandy Vernon, 
Barry Hulden, Brett Bacci, Rob Mann, and Chris 
Lax who recorded for Wayne Kirkpatrick who was 
absent. 

Dana Dabney was accepted as a new member. 

Brett Bacci will have a proposed 1999 Activity 
Calendar by the end of this year for review / 
approval of the Board. 

50 / 50 tickets, for future meetings, will be sold by 
Brett Bacci. 
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RIDE FOR OUR SPECIAL OLYMPIC ATHLETES 
on 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4th 
From Start 	 

We are proud to introduce Ed Wallner, owner of Wallner Oldsmobile GMC, 28214 West 
Northwest Highway, Lake Barrington, IL. Ed has been in business in the local community for 27 
years and in this new location for 3 years. Stop by, say "Hello", and check out the great show-
room of new car and truck models. With Showroom hours of 9 to 9, Monday thru Friday and 
Saturday from 9 to 5, and Service hours from 7 to 5, Monday thru Friday, they obviously, aim to 
please! 

Thank you, Ed, for your generosity in providing a great place to start our Second Annual Fall 
Charity Ride for N.I.S.R.A. Special Olympic Programs. 
To Finish 	 

Since 1836, inn keepers of the Kettle Moraine Inn in Eagle, Wisconsin, have been welcoming 
guests. For the past two years, owners Peter Panagos and his son, Peter, Jr. have continued this 
tradition. On October 4th, they will bring thirty years of experience into practice when the Top 
Cat Riders "ROAR" in after our great ride through the countryside for the N.I.S.R.A. Special 
Olympics Programs. 

Thanks to Peter, Peter, Jr. and their great staff, a warm welcome and lunch will be waiting for 
all riders at the Inn. You can enjoy their great hospitality seven days a week from 7 a.m. each 
morning until 9 p.m. Monday thru Thursday, Friday and Saturday until 10 p.m. and Sunday 
they close at 8 p.m. See you at the Inn! 

JOIN US ON A GREAT FALL RIDE FOR N.I.S.R.A. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 
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